
Please find us on Twitter : 
@sopasia #SOPAwards2018



Excellence in
Information Graphics

Honoring entries that demonstrate high standards in 
presenting information in graphical form



Helena Phua
The New York Times
SOPA Board Member



Initium Media
端傳媒

Business Weekly Caixin Media

Excellence in 
Information Graphics CGroup



Publication:
Business Weekly

Title of Entry:
Look Back, Look Forward: 
The World's Economy in 
Three Decades
大破壞大連結之深度圖解
全球財經30年大勢

Excellence in 
Information Graphics CGroup



Journalists:
Hui-Ping Lo、Chiu Pi-ling、
Yang Shao-Chang、Chen 
Siao-Jing、Sun Hsiu-Hui
羅惠萍、邱碧玲、楊少強、
陳筱晶、孫秀惠

Excellence in 
Information Graphics CGroup



Excellence in 
Information Graphics CGroup

Publication:
Caixin Media

Title of Entry:
Beijing's population
北京人口

Journalists: 
Editor: Zhang Yihua, 
Designer and Developer: Wei Men 
Producer: Huang Chen
特约编辑：张艾华
设计开发：韦梦
监制：黄晨



Excellence in 
Information Graphics CGroup

Judges’ Comments:
The interactive charts clearly illustrate 
the severe situation in Beijing in terms of 
population over-growth and income 
disparity among the residents. The 
combination of graphic and text presents 
a comprehensive report on the living 
condition of the local population.



B
South China Morning PostSixth Tone South China Morning Post

Excellence in 
Information Graphics

Group



Publication:
South China Morning Post

Title of Entry:
What's in a face?

Journalists:
Marco Hernandez, 
Marcelo Duhalde

Excellence in 
Information Graphics BGroup



Excellence in 
Information Graphics BGroup

Publication:
South China Morning Post

Title of Entry:
What happens in the cage, stays in the cage

Journalists: 
Marcelo Duhalde and Dennis Wong



Excellence in 
Information Graphics BGroup

Judges’ Comments:
Fantastic use of detailed diagrams and 
explanations. The subject matter is 
interesting and draws people in 
immediately. The online version is a 
particularly successful deconstruction of 
the backpage graphic. SCMP have led the 
charge in the region to convert beautiful 
full page works into a useful format for 
the smartphone, ensuring the survival and 
evolution of the medium.



A
The New York TimesReuters Reuters

Excellence in 
Information Graphics

Group



Publication:
Reuters

Title of Entry:
The fire and fury behind North Korea's 
weapons 

Journalists:
Simon Scarr, Jin Wu, Weiyi Cai, Wen Foo 
and Chris Inton

Excellence in 
Information Graphics AGroup



Publication:
Reuters

Title of Entry:
Duterte's War on Drugs

Journalists: 
Jin Wu, Simon Scarr and Weiyi Cai

Judges’ Comments:
Chilling demonstration of the power of 
data visualization to drive a narrative - and 
uncover police abuses. 

Excellence in 
Information Graphics AGroup



Excellence in
Reporting Breaking News

Honoring the work that demonstrates high standards of 
reporting a breaking news event under deadline 

pressure



Ming PaoBusiness Today HK01
香港01

Excellence in 
Reporting Breaking News CGroup



Publication:
Business Today

Title of Entry:
How long do we wait for 
justice in sports world?
體育界的轉型正義 還要等多久？

Journalists:
賴若函、陳柏樺、陳虹宇

Excellence in 
Reporting Breaking News CGroup



Excellence in 
Reporting Breaking News CGroup

Publication:
HK01
香港01

Title of Entry:
News series on MTR firebomb attack
港鐵縱火案系列報道

Journalists: 
Lui Ying Man、Choi Ching Bong, James、Yeung 
Yuen Ting、Wong Yik Yeung
呂凝敏、蔡正邦、楊婉婷、王譯揚



Excellence in 
Reporting Breaking News CGroup

Judges’ Comments:
Covering breaking news challenges the rapid 
response and capabilities of news media. The 
entry has an excellent story, photos and 
videos.



B
The Phnom Penh PostNew Straits Times Nikkei Asian Review

Excellence in 
Reporting Breaking News

Group



Publication:
The Phnom Penh Post

Title of Entry:
CNRP Dissolved: Supreme Court ruling 
'death of democracy’

Journalists:
Ben Sokhean, Mech Dara and 
Ananth Baliga, with Chhay Channyda, 
Phak Seangly, Kong Meta and Leonie 
Kijewski

Excellence in 
Reporting Breaking News BGroup



Excellence in 
Reporting Breaking News BGroup

Publication:
New Straits Times

Title of Entry:
Assassination of Kim Jong-Nam

Journalists: 
Farrah Naz Karim, Sharanjit Singh, Faisal 
Asyraf, Hariz Mohd



Excellence in 
Reporting Breaking News BGroup

Judges’ Comments:
NST's fast reaction in coordinating 
coverage of a shocking crime with global 
implications is clearly evident here. You 
can sense the urgency in the journalists' 
efforts to stay on top of this rapidly 
developing story. NST owned this story 
from the start and kept up with it, and the 
result is a series of exclusives that kept 
pace with events. 



A
The Wall Street JournalBBC News Online Reuters

Excellence in 
Reporting Breaking News

Group



Publication:
Reuters

Title of Entry:
The Battle for Marawi

Journalists:
Romeo Ranoco, Roli Ng, Tom Allard, 
Martin Petty

Excellence in 
Reporting Breaking News AGroup



Publication:
The Wall Street Journal

Title of Entry:
Inside the Bizarre and Brutal 
Assassination of the Half-Brother 
of North Korea's Dictator

Journalists: 
Ben Otto, Anita Rachman, 
Yantoultra Ngui, Kwanwoo Jun and 
Alastair Gale

Excellence in 
Reporting Breaking News AGroup



Judges’ Comments:
Gripping accounts that seamlessly 
weave together historical and 
current events to present a 
chillingly coherent narrative. The 
reporters for this series of breaking 
news stories, working in multiple 
countries, managed to piece 
together one of the most bizarre 
stories of the year, the 
assassination of Kim Jong Un's half 
brother in Malaysia, making it read 
like a real life spy thriller. 

Excellence in 
Reporting Breaking News AGroup



Excellence in
Opinion Writing

Honoring the opinion piece(s) or editorial(s) that best 
serve(s) to advance discussion and debate on a topic of 

significance



Yumiko Ono
The Wall Street Journal

SOPA Editorial Committee Member



The News Lens
關鍵評論網

Duowei News
多維新聞網

Opinion@CommonWealth
獨立評論@天下

Excellence in 
Opinion Writing CGroup



Publication:
The News Lens
關鍵評論網

Title of Entry:
The #MeToo Movement is Making a 
Difference for Human Rights, Rule of Law 
and Social Paradigm
#MeToo的三個論述：是人權，是對法治的
補充，是改變社會範式的運動

Journalists:
Gua-Teng Lee
黎蝸藤

Excellence in 
Opinion Writing CGroup



Excellence in 
Opinion Writing CGroup

Publication:
Opinion@CommonWealth
獨立評論@天下

Title of Entry:
Dennis Huang Column: Reaction
黃哲斌專欄 ─ 反作用力

Journalists: 
Dennis Huang
黃哲斌



Excellence in 
Opinion Writing CGroup

Judges’ Comments:
Based on what the writer 
experienced and observed, the 
commentary series outlined news 
media's confrontaion of the 
challenges of internet and social 
media and the rapid changes in 
the industry.



B
Sixth ToneNikkei Asian Review Nikkei Asian Review

Excellence in 
Opinion Writing

Group



Publication:
Sixth Tone

Title of Entry:
The Realistic Response to China's 
Prostitution Problem

Journalists:
Pan Suiming

Excellence in 
Opinion Writing BGroup



Excellence in 
Opinion Writing BGroup

Publication:
Nikkei Asian Review

Title of Entry:
Philippine peso flashes warning signs for 
Dutertenomics

Journalists: 
William Pesek

Judges’ Comments:
Pesek's columns show real depth of 
knowledge and writing flair. The topics are 
important and the writer has a clear point of 
view.



A
The New York TimesFinancial Times Financial Times

Excellence in 
Opinion Writing

Group



Publication:
Financial Times

Title of Entry:
China and the rise of dictatorship

Journalists:
Jamil Anderlini

Excellence in 
Opinion Writing AGroup



Publication:
The New York Times

Title of Entry:
Myanmar Is Not a Simple Morality Tale

Journalists: 
Roger Cohen

Judges’ Comments:
Roger Cohen stands out among the rarest 
of opinion builders to treat an unfolding 
humanitarian crisis the way it ought to be 
treated.

Excellence in 
Opinion Writing AGroup



Excellence in
Reporting on the Environment

Honoring the work that demonstrates high standards of 
reporting on an environmental topic of significance



Initium Media
端傳媒

Business Today Global Views Monthly
遠見雜誌

Excellence in 
Reporting on the Environment CGroup



Publication:
Initium Media
端傳媒

Title of Entry:
Fishing in West Africa: the Destiny of 
the Last Pure Fisheries
世界最後一片純淨漁場：西非海洋生死劫

Journalists:
Ho Hsin-chieh、Zhang Jieping、
Tseng Lee-yu、Jin Qiufeng
何欣潔、張潔平、曾立宇、金秋楓

Excellence in 
Reporting on the Environment CGroup



Excellence in 
Reporting on the Environment CGroup

Publication:
Global Views Monthly 
遠見雜誌

Title of Entry:
Recurrence of Taiwan's 
mountain of trash. 350,000 
tonnes of trash wandering 
every year
台灣垃圾山重現！每年35萬噸垃
圾在流浪

Journalists: 
Grace Peng
彭杏珠



Excellence in 
Reporting on the Environment CGroup

Judges’ Comments:
A thorough investigation on 
the ground with detailed 
analysis, not only discovering 
the environmental problems, 
but also trying to look for 
feasible solutions - a classic 
piece of work of solutions 
journalism.



B
Sixth ToneFrontier Myanmar Nikkei Asian Review

Excellence in 
Reporting on the Environment

Group



Publication:
Frontier Myanmar

Title of Entry:
An army, a mountain and the ADB

Journalists:
Su Myat Mon

Excellence in 
Reporting on the Environment BGroup



Excellence in 
Reporting on the Environment BGroup

Publication:
Sixth Tone

Title of Entry:
Addicted to Coal, Northern China Goes 
Cold Turkey

Journalists: 
Fan Liya and Wang Lianzhang



Excellence in 
Reporting on the Environment BGroup

Judges’ Comments:
Given the constraints on Chinese-owned 
publications, this was an excellent 
report from the front line of China's 
battle against air pollution, and how a 
well-intentioned policy to replace coal 
with gas backfired, causing widespread 
suffering amid a freezing north China 
winter.



A
The Wall Street JournalThe New York Times The Thomson Reuters 

Foundation

Excellence in 
Reporting on the Environment

Group



Publication:
The Wall Street Journal

Title of Entry:
The Tragedy of India’s Holy Yamuna 
River: The World’s Next 
Environmental Disaster

Journalists:
Krishna Pokharel, Preetika Rana and 
Karan Deep Singh

Excellence in 
Reporting on the Environment AGroup



Publication:
The New York Times

Title of Entry:
Changing Climate, Changing Cities

Journalists: 
Michael Kimmelman and Josh Haner

Excellence in 
Reporting on the Environment AGroup



Judges’ Comments:
Two superb articles on the environmental 
threats facing two Asian cities, highlighting 
issues that apply to all urban centers the 
world over. NYT's rainbow coverage of an 
impending environmental disaster of global 
proportions is journalism par excellence.

Excellence in 
Reporting on the Environment AGroup



Excellence in
Photography

Honoring the work that demonstrates high standards of 
feature photography



Irene Jay Liu
News Lab Lead, APAC



Apple Daily
蘋果日報

Apple Daily Taiwan Business Weekly

Excellence in 
Photography CGroup



Publication:
Business Weekly

Title of Entry:
Series: Toxic Air Pollutants in the 
South. 
800根煙囪的家

Journalists:
Cheng Szu-Ti
程思迪

Excellence in 
Photography CGroup



Excellence in 
Photography CGroup

Publication:
Apple Daily Taiwan

Title of Entry:
Exploring the mass killings 
of 730,000 Rohingya 
refugees
《蘋果》前進洛興雅 73萬
難民悲慘逃屠殺

Journalists: 
何柏均



Excellence in 
Photography CGroup

Judges’ Comments:
Incredible documentary 
photos. They precisely 
express the atmosphere 
through the camera. 



B
Tasting KitchenMediacorp CNA Digital Tasting Kitchen

Excellence in 
Photography

Group



Publication:
Tasting Kitchen

Title of Entry:
Wynning Combination

Journalists:
David Luke Hartung

Excellence in 
Photography BGroup



Excellence in 
Photography BGroup

Publication:
Mediacorp CNA Digital

Title of Entry:
Asia's Toughest Jobs: 
The fire and brimstone 
miners of ljen Crater

Journalists: 
Jackson Board



Excellence in 
Photography BGroup

Judges’ Comments:
Important and serious 
topic illustrated with 
excellent photos and 
video. The photos aren't 
just document and 
illustrate the topic, but 
they are unique 
artworks with artistic 
compositions, colors 
and forms.



A
TIMEReuters The New York Times

Excellence in 
Photography

Group



Publication:
TIME

Title of Entry:
In Manila, Death Comes by 
Night

Journalists:
James Nachtwey

Excellence in 
Photography AGroup



Publication:
The New York Times

Title of Entry:
The Rohingya in Flight

Journalists: 
Adam Dean and Tomás Munita

Judges’ Comments:
The misery, suffering and extraordinary 
human tragedy comes out all too clearly in 
these series of photos. Words simply cannot 
describe!

Excellence in 
Photography AGroup



Excellence in 
Photography AGroup



The Scoop Award

Honoring the exclusive story that has a significant 
impact and is widely followed by competing news 

media



Initium Media
端傳媒

Apple Daily Taiwan HK01
香港01

The Scoop Award CGroup



Publication:
HK01
香港01

Title of Entry:
CY Leung failure to declare role in 
two private companies
梁振英卸任後開兩公司無申報

Journalists:
Chan Shun Hei、Zhang Wen、
Chow Wai Keung、 Lao Xianliang
陳信熙、張雯、周偉強、勞顯亮

The Scoop Award CGroup



The Scoop Award CGroup

Publication:
Initium Media
端傳媒

Title of Entry:
Exclusive: Liu Xiaobo’s last handwritten 
note to his wife
獨家：劉曉波7月5日最後手稿全文披露，
送給劉霞的最後禮物

Journalists: 
Zhang Jieping
張潔平



The Scoop Award CGroup

Judges’ Comments:
The task of acquiring the writings in 
prison of the dying Nobel Peace Prize 
laureate LIU Xiaobo was challenging. 
These precious manuscripts are the 
last words from LIU and each word is 
filled with tears and emotions. 



B
The Phnom Penh PostSixth Tone South China Morning Post

The Scoop Award Group



Publication:
South China Morning 
Post

Title of Entry:
Party promotions

Journalists:
SCMP Staff Reporters

The Scoop Award BGroup



The Scoop Award BGroup

Publication:
Sixth Tone

Title of Entry:
Shortage of Critical Leukemia Drug 
Threatens Ill Children

Journalists: 
Ni Dandan



The Scoop Award BGroup

Judges’ Comments:
This was a fascinating story that 
illuminated a serious issue and its 
roots and repercussions. It shows 
how a single tip from an average 
person can result in a scoop that 
has a broad impact, bringing 
widespread attention to an 
important situation.



A
The New York TimesFinancial Times Reuters

The Scoop Award Group



Publication:
Reuters

Title of Entry:
How North Korea evades sanctions

Journalists:
James Pearson, Rozanna Latiff, 
Tom Allard, Sue-Lin Wong and 
Philip Wen

The Scoop Award AGroup



Publication:
The New York Times

Title of Entry:
Behind the Dismantling of a C.I.A. Spy 
Network

Journalists: 
Mark Mazzetti, Adam Goldman, 
Michael S. Schmidt and Matt Apuzzo

The Scoop Award AGroup



Judges’ Comments:
This amazing story was perhaps the biggest 
spy scandal of the decade, and perhaps 
since the end of the Cold War -- the 
dismantling of the entire American spy 
network inside China and the imprisonment 
and execution of intelligence operatives. 
This is the very definition of a scoop, and 
deserves the highest praise. 

The Scoop Award AGroup



Excellence in
Investigative Reporting 

Honoring the publication that through the use of its 
journalistic resources, which as well as reporting may 

include editorials, photographs and graphics, serves to 
advance the public interest on a topic of significance



Cliff Buddle
Chair

SOPA Editorial Committee



HK01
香港01

CommonWealth Magazine
天下雜誌

FactWire
傳真社

Excellence in 
Investigative Reporting CGroup



Publication:
HK01
香港01

Title of Entry:
Investigation: Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macau 
Bridge Seawalls Collapse
港珠澳大橋海堤崩塌

Journalists:
Chiu Chun Lung、Fung Po Yin、Chan Hoi Man
Lung Yuen Ki、Ng Kwong Hei、Chan Yun Nam
趙振龍、馮普賢、陳凱敏
龍婉琪、吳光熙、陳潤南

Excellence in 
Investigative Reporting CGroup



Excellence in 
Investigative Reporting CGroup

Publication:
FactWire
傳真社

Title of Entry:
Series on the vulnerability of the 
new air traffic control system
新空管系統安全隱患系列報道

Journalists: 
傳真社「調查組記者」



Excellence in 
Investigative Reporting CGroup

Judges’ Comments:
Exposes the government's 
malpractices and hidden incidents 
that the public have the right to 
know about. Shows solid evidence 
and relevant background 
information for better public 
understanding.



B
Sixth ToneMalaysiakini and Tempo R.AGE

Excellence in 
Investigative Reporting

Group



Publication:
Malaysiakini and Tempo

Title of Entry:
Following the illegal Indo-M'sia
maid trade

Journalists:
Alyaa Alhadjri, Malaysiakini
Stefanus Teguh Edi Pramono, 
Tempo Yohanes Seo, Tempo

Excellence in 
Investigative Reporting BGroup



Excellence in 
Investigative Reporting BGroup

Publication:
R.AGE

Title of Entry:
Student/Trafficked

Journalists: 
Elroi Yee, Ian Yee, Samantha Chow, 
Shanjeev Reddy, Lim May Lee, Satpal Kaler



Excellence in 
Investigative Reporting BGroup

Judges’ Comments:
This is a fresh and moving look at the 
evolution of human smuggling from 
Bangladesh, so well-reported and well-told 
that it moved the government to action. It is 
rare that journalism can actually help repair 
human suffering. 



A
The Wall Street JournalReuters The Associated Press

Excellence in 
Investigative Reporting

Group



Publication:
Reuters

Title of Entry:
Duterte's killer cops

Journalists:
Clare Baldwin and Andrew R.C. Marshall

Excellence in 
Investigative Reporting AGroup



Publication:
The Wall Street Journal

Title of Entry:
China’s All-Seeing Surveillance State Is 
Everywhere

Journalists: 
Josh Chin, Liza Lin, Eva Dou, Clément 
Bürge, Giulia Marchi and Paolo Bosonin

Judges’ Comments:
Meticulous firsthand reporting, carried 
out fearlessly, in a very tough spot to 
cover the issue.

Excellence in 
Investigative Reporting AGroup



SOPA Award for
Public Service Journalism

Honoring the work that demonstrates high standards of 
reporting, writing and in-depth analysis to explain a 

topic of significance



The Wall Street JournalInitium Media
端傳媒

Reuters

SOPA Award for Public Service Journalism



Publication:
Reuters

Title of Entry:
Persecuting the Rohingya

Journalists: 
Antoni Slodkowski, Wa Lone, Simon Lewis, 
Krishna N. Das, Andrew R.C. Marshall, 
Shoon Naing, Weiyi Cai and Simon Scarr

SOPA Award for Public Service Journalism



Judges’ Comments:
The Reuters team braved considerable 
danger to document the atrocities 
perpetrated against the Rohingyas. But for 
its efforts, one of the biggest humanitarian 
disasters of our times would not have 
been made known to the world.

SOPA Award for Public Service Journalism



Please find us on Twitter : 
@sopasia #SOPAwards2018


